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Current research  Preparation of acene-like indenofluorenes as electronic materials; synthesis and character-

interests: ization of arylethynyl scaffolding for materials sciences and supramolecular chemistry;
preparation of heterocycles by unusual cyclization reactions
Hobbies: Gardening, kayaking, snowboarding, stamp collecting, cooking

A gOOd work day begins with ... an early morning workout at the gym.
My favorite song is ... “Supper’s Ready” by Genesis.

The most important thing I learned from my parents is ... to work hard and do your best at the task at
hand.

M y favorite piece of research is ... the amazing development of alkene metathesis reactions over the
last 25 years.

I chose chemistry as a career because ... of a lab course I took as a freshman at Rice University. All we
made were simple acac coordination complexes, but after that course, I was hooked.

M y worst nightmare is ... getting scooped. It won’t be by someone you know, but rather it will be the
new group that you had no clue was working on the same idea.

Guaranteed to make me laugh is ... anything related to Monty Python.

| can never resist ... a bottle of good wine. Give me a Mosel Riesling or an Oregon Pinot Noir, and I am
in heaven.

The downside of my job is ... dealing with personnel issues, especially now that I am department head.
M y favorite food is ... anything Japanese—sushi, sashimi, tempura, teppanyaki—you name it.

I£ 1 were not a scientist, I would be ... a winemaker, but probably not a very good one. I tried my hand
at this in 1996, but my wine was so bad my that students would not drink it.
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